First Ever Birkett Winning Car
See It On Display This Weekend

Bentley 4.5 Litre Special 1928
YV 9342 aka MKN 841

2018 marks the 67th anniversary of the 750 Motor Club's

Birkett Relay Race, yet itis the 68th race thanks to two relays
marking the event’s 50th Anniversary back in 2001. Roll the

clock another half century to 25th August 1951, and the first

ever running of the event was orchestrated by Holland ‘Haolly*
Birkett, where the inaugural winners in a field of 31 teams were
the W.5.C.C Bentleys. One of those very cars - the 1928 Bentley
4.5-litre driven by David Chapman - returns to the Birkett this year
thanks to current owner Steve Allen, and it will reside on display in
the paddock.

History

Criginally a long chassis four-seater H.J. Mulliner All Weather saloon, it

was modified for racing, but rather than cutting and shutting the existing
chassis, new owner David Chapman built the car onto a short, 9'9.5"
chassis, commissioning a suitably lightweight body from GRA Coachwarks
of Welling, Kent. Major engine modifications were also carried out which
included skimming the crankcase and the block to raise the compression
ratio to9:1, plus Bentley Speed 6 rods, Hoffman vahves,
special pistons, Alfin brake drums, a ‘D" type gearbox
and 19" wheels. David Chapman campaigned the car
extensively in the late 1940=, ‘505 and ‘605 with the
Bentley Drivers' Club, Vintage Sports Car Club and at the
Brighton Speed Trials as well as the inaugural running of
the 750 Motor Club Birkett Relay.

Motorspaort magazine was generous in its praise of this
novel event in its issue of October 1951, whilst the VSCC Team - consisting
af Major Jack Bailey (Team Manager), Jack Williamson, David Chapman, JH.
Orr-Ewing, R.H.B. Mason and CH.B. Bradshaw won the event with 175 driven i
laps plus 25 Credit Laps, totalling 200 at an average speed of 66.4mph. The "o
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VSCC team returned in 1952 to defend their title but sadly Jack Willlamson's : ;
car failed in the words of Autosport “when there was a cloud of smoke, a loud OCHILTINS RS (Pl e Bk st Wi
losion and bits and pieces of Bentley engine all over the track” =<y R L
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68™ BIRKETT RELAY - SILVERSTONE GP




