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FLUX ON FORMULA VEE 3!

Top of the Vee

Formlu\!eesshllrelevuﬁsuysex—elmnmhmux

byChrisBough  fed)
aditorial assistant i

5acost-effective
route into single-
seater racing,
Formula Veeis
often overlooked.
Formula Ford is the route
mAny yng and more
experienced driverstake,
whetheritisin the national
championshiperonegat the

team Token, sohe missed many
Formula Veerace weekends.
Buteven in thatseason he mada
eightstarts, and the results
inspired him toreturn tothe
championshipin 14975,
“Work carme first,” explains

. Flux. "Even so, westill

managed a few second- and
third-placefinishes that year™

In 14976, Flix was able to
balanece his work and his racing
and completed an entire season
of Formula Vee. However, he

regional contests, had to serateh apound for the
Butforlan Flux, FormulaVee  budgetto keep going.
iz the only way to go, Flux won “Tocomplete the season I
thechampionship in 1975 and needed tofind the budget. Mum
made areturn to anddad had paid
thewheelof a w“ " ot £3000 and
Foroula Vs at l they said ‘no
the4ith t s uome more’. Shell gave
anniversary H me£1500, Oakley
evental Brands III'I II'I Construction
Hateh recently alsn gave me
Evennow hestill l p d some money But
helieves it is the aa s al!, Thad totell them I
best way for h wasa bitbetter
young driversto n“nds thanIactually
get intoracing. WS tosecuNe
Heexplains: lan Flux the morey !
"“Some people Flux soon
regatd itas a poor hacked uphis
relation to othersimilar sales patterwithsolid results.
single-seater championships, He won12outof the 1draces
but it teaches young drivers thatseason and teok the title,
everything they nesd to know " Despitehaving more funding
Flux made his debut in the than ever before, hisracing was
championshipin 1974 ona atill relatively low-budget.
part-time baris, He competed in Fhux says: "I hada VW camper
the champicnship ina Scarah, vanandatrailerand [ used to
which he built with help from drive toevery event with my
hisdad andmechanic Bert | dad, We would sleep in the van
Pulland. His determination to atplaceslike Croft, Cadwell
begin racing was clear from the Parkand Aintres,
start Thebuild of the caronly “We never had the chanceto
lasted for thefirst threemonths | testeither becauseof work, We
of 1974 and thecarwas resdy for | used toleasehomean Saturday
Flux tomake hischampionship | assoonasT'dfinished work ™
debut at Castle Combe. Butcompetingin Formula
In 1974 Flux was working asa Veeonabudget did haveits
truck driverfor Formula One advantages for Flux, as he
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explains: “The prize money was
very pood back then. Tt was
better than FormulaFord,
which isoneof thereasonsdid
Ve, In 1975, Thad a budget of
£3000, but Iwon £4500. Tt wasa
bitof ashock when I mosved o
and realised you couldn’t male
a profit in every serijes.”
Aswellag winning the title
and making an unexpected
profit, the 18-vear-old Flux
learntvaluablelessons about
racing: “It wasfun driving in
thosedays, I was the voungest
by about ten years and racing
againstexperienced drivers
taught meracecraft.
“Irealised how difforent it
was racing agalnst ather young
drivers when I moved into

Formula Three. Inmy flrst race
at Culton Park | got in the way
af Rupert Keeganand he hitmy
back wheel "

Despite enjoringhistime in
Formula Vee immensely, Flux
believes that the championship
today isa big improvement
vompared towhen hestarted:
“In the UK championship there
are d0cars and It is agrid full of
voungdrivers, It is value-for-
money in Formula Vee and it

: teaches the drivers good
| racecraft. But the bigpest
| difference is with the cars: they

are muchmore sensitive to
tning and the drivers can learn
ahanutcar setup.”

Formula Ves hasalso

remained a low-budget forools,

whereas costs inother series

“These daysdriverscan't ralse
£125,000 for a season by working
hard. but{ watched closely the
battle between Martin Galpin
and Martin Farmerat Brands
Hatch, and they wouldn’t have
bean out of place in Formula
Renanltor Formula BMW"

At the Formula Vee afth
anniversary event at Brands
Hatch, Flux was reunited with
hischampionship-winning
Scarab. It was the firet time he
haddriven the car since the
Crondwood Festival in 1999, and
itbought back memories of
drivingin the champlonship,

"Even though | was going
sloowTy Leowld tell that things
have come on leaps and
botnds,” says Fluee “Ttwas s,
very sentimental feeling being

haverisensharply o et —_ back intheold car.
Itis possible Lo ( lan A Tt 1Iwa.5il.i.nedupat
race in Vestoras ux thefrontof the
littleas £600G0, = | BEDODS i ]eridforthe
withtheintial | | Brigieh | { Fornnua vee

| purchascof acar £ " parade and inmy

| costingaboutthe | | FV saripg mirrorsIoould see
SEMe amonnt. B 1T e Fornmale g s vy | TimFlynn'sold car
Flux belleves fo 20 #ibovel & hao s { And from looking in
that with st L e e l%ff."“ ans i themirrors,alotof
Formula Ve * SR ooy :.||II m."w e 1n]d Memories came
being so hack.™
vost-effective, it |1 But despite having
isattracting | such goodmemaries
drivers who | of driving theold
could easily [ 4L Flox was very
compete at a E || impressed with the

| higherlevel,

J new Formula Vee
§ |

Fluxle: rolling
back the years

rmula Vee budgets are as liltle as £6000 for a year

§ | there I'llbe back for the 30th

Phibos: Stena Jones

carn Om his return to Fornoula

Vee in a modern car prepared by

AC, Flux finished second

overallin the Alleomers race,

Despite not winning, he ral-
| ishedbeingback inthecar

“Thebigpest difforence with
thenew car is the engine. In the
old Ve we probably had ahout

S0bhpbut the new carhas

Babhp, [t also seoms a lot sater,

When Iraced in Vee the fuel

tank was underneath my leps.

Butnow ithas been moved and
\ mademuch safer: Bven the

overalls are safer now - Idon't
| think my old ones would have
stond uptoamateh,”

“There were 46 of 1sin the
Alleomers race at Brands
Hatrh, sothey needed twoheats
forqualifving,” Flux continues.
“Iwasifth in my heat, but thres
carsinfrontof us werefrom
Gormany, Over there they run
on slicks and have wings, so
they have a half a second
advantage por lap, "

Patrick Sherrington wor the
final ina German Farmula Vee
car, but it didnt dampen Flux's
enthusiasm.

“Alotof drivers, me included,
are still racing the cars because
weloveracing. Tactually
enjoyed racing inthe Voo as
mruch a5 do driving the GT car
[Fhax usually drives a Mosler
MTB0R inthe British GT
series]. It was a massive
satisfaction ending up second
owerall ™

Fhux has now raced in the last
two Formula Ve anniversaries
andhehas already sorted ot
his next drive in thecar,

“If my Zimmerframe gets ma

| anmiversary" hesags. “T've been
second for the past two anniver-
saries at Brands Hatch soIwant
towin the next one " |
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