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self-built 1974 Reliant-engined
Village V2 project. Since then
Village's career has spanned to
high-rankingeventssuchas
International Formula Masterand
A1GPunder his Team JVA banner.
“Talways wanted tobearacing
driverbutIdidn’t comefroma
motorsportbackground,” explains
Village. “Ijoined theclubwhenI

was 13and eventually boughtakit -

car. Iracedittwiceand decided to
putahacksaw throughit, itwas
thatbad.

“Thebiggest draw of the club
was its inspiring community. I
learnt somuch from many great
peopleduring my time thereand it
really gave me the foundationto
gettowherelam today And
honestlyIdon’tthink ithas
changed muchsince. Sure, it's
expanded but the key principles
remain unchanged and that
servesasthemain reason it’s still
popular today”

The current kit cars championship shows the sheer diversity of machinery in 750MC events

Nowhere in the club’s ranks is
thereaseriesthatshowsagreater
variation of machinery and
imagination than its inaugural
championship, the 750 Formula.
Introduced in 1949 by the club’s
chairman Holly Birkett, the series
was originallyaimed at two-seater
racing cars powered by a 750cc
Austin engine (hencethe
club’stitle).

Over the course of its60 years
many steps have been taken to
modernise the category, including
the introduction of Reliantand
morerecently Fiat Fireengines in
2003. Butthe original ethoshas
refused todieand itremains
widely open on both chassis and
suspensions designs, Thishasled
totheseriesretainingmuch of
its popularity, and it isthe UK’s
longestrunningracingseries.

“The 750 Formula islike
Grandma’sold broom,” says
Knight. “Tthashad numerous new

The 750 MC is still committed
to club racing after 70 years
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headsandevenanew handle, but
essentially itretains the same
format and purpose. Ithasalways
been a hotbed for manufacturers
tweaking projectsand thefact that
itstill attracts a high level of
engineering talentis onereason
wecherishit.”

The 750 Formulalaid the
foundations for modern series
such as Formula Four and Vee to
beintroduced tothe UK, and hasa
historyof attractingnotonly
famousnames butalso dedicated
racers. The series not only
producedlandmark engineering
achievements, but attracted an
entire new breed of enthusiastto
thesport. David Morgan, a 750
member since 1959 and author of
the upcoming book Seven Fifty
Motor Club- The Birthplaceof
Modern British Motorsport, credits
the series with revolutionising
clubracingin the UK. “750
Formula was thefirstracingseries
tobeaccessibletothe common
man,” hesays. “Back inthe1950s .
racing was the preserve of therich,
but when 750F came along
everything changed. Itsrelaxed
regulations and low budgets meant
anyone could turn up with.
whichever creation they had in
their garage and thatled tosome
glorious examples of machinery.

“This theory of accessibility, I
believe, hasmade the club what it
istoday. Whether you want torace
ahome-built single-seaterora
standard hatchback it’s very easy
togetstarted ina 750MC series,
and thathas contributed largely to
theclub’slongevity”

The 750F also paved the way for
another specialist series called the
1172 Formula, which offered
drivers an alternative from the
traditional Austin engines by

utilising the more modern Ford
10unit. The category had open
chassisandsuspension
regulations and evolved by
introducingnew and larger Ford
engines, which led theseriesto
take the name Formula 1200and
later 1300 in the 1970s.

. Oneof the mostfamous namesto
haveraced inthe category is 1962/3
F1200 champion Arthur Mallock.
The now-famous Mallock marque
began withastringof Austin
Seven specials, mostnotably the
1958 Mallock U2 Mk (originally
given the tongue-in-cheek ‘You
Too’ title after a prominent
advertisingsloganat the time that
read: “You too can have a body like
mine”).

“Withmy father so involved in
theclubIwasdestined tofollow
him intoit,” says Ray Mallock, who
carriesonhisfather’slegacyat
RML alongside his brother
Richard. “My firstcar,
unsurprisingly, wasa Seven,
whichIlearnttodriveinafield.I
used toflick through the old
750MC bulletins tofind tipson
modifying itand eventually built
my own special. That wasmy first
experienceof engineeringracing

- cars. The 750MC always offereda

superblevel of engineering
freedom and still
encourages peopleto
experiment. The DNA 4
of the clubrevolves
aroundalove of ca
asmuchasaloveof
motorsport. This
ledtosometruly
outstanding :
engineersrisingthrough °
itsrankssimply
because they
loved

St 3 Ray Mallock liked 750MC’s freedom

HOW 750MC DEVELOPED

1939: 750 Motor Club is founded
based on anidea by prolific motorsport
journalist Bill Boddy. lis main aim was
to provide cheap motorsport for the
Austin Seven.

1948: Ciub chairman Holly Birkett
creates 750 Formula, aracing series
featuring the Austin Seven engine but
which featured free chassis and
suspension regulations.

1852: 1172 Formulaisintroduced,
featuring 1172cc Ford 10 engines and
free chassis and suspension
regulations. The series was twice
renamed, once as Formula 1200 inand
thenas 1300in 1954 with the

introduction of new s g
engines RELAY RAGE
1963: The clubholds O 3’
thefirst Austin Seven &

rally forits members at
Beaulieuin Hampshire.
1971: FormulaFouris
introduced. The series
originallyran witha
modest 250cc class
but soon expanded to
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incorporate cars with 1000cc engines
1980: Formula Vee joins the 750
Motor Club for its revival. The series
beganunder the British Automobile
Racing Club bannerin 1967 but was
overshadowed by Formula Ford
1984: TheKit Cars and Roadsports
series are launched as the 750MC
makes its first foray into sportscar
racing
1993: The Hot Hatch Championship
is launched
1987: The Stock Hatch class is
started within the Hot Hatch
Championship. The class grows to
become a separate
championship category ayear
later. A Caterham series is also
launched
2006: Saxmaxcategoryis
created forjunior saloon
racersaged 14-16. .
2008: The MR2, Golf GTi
and Bike Sportsallrunas
championshipsfor the first
- | time after their initial year
running as series.

drlan Reynard will return to 750 Formula action this year
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and improving their cars, and were
allowed to express themselves,
Without this ethos, names such as
Chapman may have never cometo
fruition.”

Inmodern seasons the flow of
new manufacturers hasn’t ceased.
In1997Phil Abbott wheeled out the
firstexamples of aRadical
Sportscar in the Sports 2000field.
Themarque now has three one-
makechampionshipsandisa
regular runner at Le Mans.

Another newmachine issetto
debut this year tofollow Radical’s
example. The new Eclipse SM1 will
beunleashed in the Kit Carfield by
ateam of clubmembers. The SM1
isthebrainchild of clubregulars
Clive Hudson, Paul Boyd, Lesley
Wilson and Simon Childs who have
engineered the cartorunan
innovative dual chain-drive
system. It features a two-litre
Duratecengine coupled toatwin
chain-drivesystem designed to
power therear wheels
independently Fiveexamplesare
expected toline up for the second
roundof the season atMallory
Parkon April 5.

“Wenoticed there weren’t many
mid-engined kit cars so we decided
tobuild onefromscratch
ourselves,” explains Hudson. “The

KitCar series is perfect forus

because itallows us the freedom
tobuild the car how we wanted
it without having tomould it
tostrictregulations. The
clubhasa tradition of
innovationand thathas
allowed ustobuilda very
differentand versatile car.”
Noteverything 750MC
: hastried has
worked. There
havebeen
some

LN
John Village started in 750MC

disappointmentsalong the way.
Falling entriesled to the Hot Hatch
Championship getting axedlast
season after 15 years-although the
Stock Hatch series is now
attracting record registrations,
despite its limited-modification
ethos going against the 750MC
tradition.

To commemorate its platinum
year, clubofficials have scheduled
aseriesof specialevents. The first
will be aroad rally from Lowestoft
toLand’s End, which featured as
oneof the club’s inaugural public
events. The Austin Seven will also
berepresented in celebrations
withananniversaryracemeeting
at Silverstone this summer,

“The Seven has alwayshada
place within the cluband we are
keen to preserve that,” adds
Morgan. “A celebration wouldn’t
be complete without the carthat
essentially started itall.”

Today the 750MCruns 12
championships catering for almost
any kind of machinery and
comprises more than 30 regional
centres across the country.

Asfor thefuture, the clubhas
acted toalleviate the financial
stranglehold surrounding UK
motorsportby freezingentry and
registration feesforall of its
current series. And Knight
believes the club tobe well
equipped tokeep on growing
towards its centenary year:.

“Westrivetomakeracing
accessible and love tosee creative
engineering withinour
championships as muchnowas
our predecessorsdid 70 years ago,”

‘headds. “Itis this eclectic mix of
competition and experimentation
which hasmade -and which will
continuetomake -this clubspecial
toitsmembersand fans.” ®

1172 ﬁitmuia, seen here at Lydden, always entertained...
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A history of innovation

The 730 Motor Club has been a proving ground for racing engineers since 1939

by Rob Ladbrook
junior reporter

e 750 Motor Club,
hich celebratesits
70th anniversary
this year; hasplayed
acrucialroleinthe
development of the British
motorracing industry.

Since 1939, the 750MC’s various
formulas have offered budding
engineersaplaceto experiment
with self-developed machines.
The secret is simple: rules that
offer plenty of scope for
ingenious thinking combined
with competitive racing. )

Originally founded in 1939asan
enthusiasts’ clubfor the Austin
Seven, the 750MC has always
welcomed experimental racing
cars. During the club’s 70-year
history such names as Marcos,
Mallock and evenlegendary Lotus
founder Colin Chapman have
forged projects in its various
competitions.

Withnameslike thesesteeped in

theclub’shistory, it’shardly
surprisingtoseearange of new
engineeringfirsts being wheeled
outacrosstheboard. Last year the
club featured thefirst circuit
racing Citroén C2 within itsranks,
courtesy of Stock Hatch stalwart
Maurice Hayden. This year the
Bike Sports series will provide a
platform forthe stunning new
Reynard Inverter prototype, 36
yearsafter Adrian Reynard’s first
creation, the Formula Ford 73F-
001, wasraced byitscreatorina
750MC Formula Libreeventat
Silverstone.

“The club gave me afoothold in
theindustry,” says Reynard. “Iwas
barely a teenager when Ifirst went
toa 750 meeting but Iremember
rubbing shoulders with great men
like Chapman and [Lola chief
designer] Eric Broadley.1also
remember asking some very naive
questions but they were there to
advise meandIidolised them for
that. That isanatmosphere you
would never get anywhere else.”

Speak toany long-standing

750MC memberand it’s clear most
view theclub’s strength isin its
freedom forracersand engineers
alike. Ever since its inception the
clubhas offered creative
individualsa canvastocreateand
perfect whatever they wanted.

“750MC was founded on and still
revolves around a group of people
whoshare alike mind toward their
passionforplaying with and
engineering cars,” explains club
competition secretary Robin
Knight. “Themost intriguing part
of the club’shistory involves
incredible people who simply
turned up and experimented with
acar inour championships
because they were allowed the
freedom todoso. Andinafew
cases they wenton tobecome
household names.”

One individualto take advantage
of theclub’sopen nature was
established team boss and former
British Formula Threeracer John
Village. His career began witha
750 Formula kit car in 1973, which
waseventually replaced with the

Lola founder Eric Broadley
honed his skills in 750MC






